In Immanuel Kant’s definition, “unsocial
sociability” is the human “propensity to
enter into society, bound together with
a mutual opposition which constantly
threatens to break up society”. This “an-
tagonism”, as Kant calls it in the fourth
thesis of his Idea for a Universal History
from a Cosmopolitan Viewpoint (1784), is
nature’s means to realise all human ca-
pacities over the long course of history.
Yetrenowned as Kant's definition has be-
come, it was written at the end of a vig-
orous cross-European debate that had
been conceptualised in different ways
since the late seventeenth century. The
workshop brings together an interdisci-
plinary and international group of schol-
ars in order to discuss different aspects
of the topic in their European contexts
—with a special focus on the German En-
lightenment.
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Laura Anna Macor (Florence)
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Ungesellige Geselligkeit
— Unsocial Sociability

The German Enlightenment at the Intersection

Die deutsche Aufklarung of E.uropean Discourses

am Schnittpunkt der européaischen Diskurse




14. Dezember

15:30 GCreetings (Elisabeth Décultot,
Laura Anna Macor & Avi Lifschitz)

16:00-17:30
I. Nature, artifice, and sociability
Wolfgang ProB (Bern/Munich)

Was ,will* die Natur? Zum Zwist von
Humanphysiologie und sozialer Okonomie

Hans Erich B&deker (Gottingen)
‘Dynamic Antagonism’ as a Foundational Inter-
pretative Pattern in Georg Forster’s work

15. Dezember

09:30-11:00
ll. Self-interest, ethics and politics

Andreas Pecar (Halle)
Eigenliebe als Moralprinzip?
Friedrich Il. als Philosoph und als Erzieher

Mario Marino (Cottbus)

Herder und Hemsterhuis: Zur Physik und Politik der

Freundschaft
11:00-11:30 Pause

11:30-13:00
lll. Egoism and sociability on stage

Ritchie Robertson (Oxford/Gottingen):

Spielverderber am firstlichen Hof: Loens Der redli-
che Mann am Hofe und Goethes Torquato Tasso

Daniel Fulda (Halle)
,Galle ist noch das Beste, was wir haben.*

(Major von Tellheim) Die Komodie der Aufkldarung

zwischen Konfliktlust und Versohnungstelos
13:00 Mittagspause

15:00-18:00
Guided tour of the Franckesche Stiftungen and
other early modern sites in Halle

16. Dezember

10:00-11:30
IV. Natural law, history and gender

Alexander Schmidt (Jena/Chicago)
Natural law as advice to fallen man in Thomasi-
us’s thought

Anthony La Vopa (North Carolina)
German turns: Kant and Fichte rethinking natural
law

11:30 Pause

12:00
Nicholas Miller (Gottingen)
Unsocial sociability and the progress of gender:
Millar, Meiners and Bergk on domestic antago-
nism

12:45 Mittagspause

14:00-15:30
John Robertson (Cambridge)
Concluding remarks followed by an open
discussion



